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“Insightful, instructive, and definitely worth the read.”—Greg Andres, Journal of the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada

“As someone who has been teaching a course on space exploration for many years and has visited most of
NASA’s space centers, I have found plenty of new and valuable material in To a Distant Day. . . . I
recommend the book to all who wish to know more about the conditions, people, and discoveries between
1890 and 1960 that led to the space age.”—Pangratios Papacosta, Physics Today

Although the dream of flying is as old as the human imagination, the notion of rocketing into space may
have originated with Chinese gunpowder experiments during the Middle Ages. Rockets as both weapons and
entertainment are examined in this engaging history of how human beings acquired the ability to catapult
themselves into space.
Chris Gainor’s irresistible narrative introduces us to pioneers such as Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, Robert
Goddard, and Hermann Oberth, who pointed the way to the cosmos by generating the earliest wave of
international enthusiasm for space exploration. It shows us German engineer Wernher von Braun creating the
V-2, the first large rocket, which, though opening the door to space, failed utterly as the “wonder weapon” it
was meant to be. From there Gainor follows the space race to the Soviet Union and the United States, giving
us a close look at the competitive hysteria that led to Sputnik, satellites, space probes, and—finally—human
flight into space in 1961.
As much a story of cultural ambition and personal destiny as of scientific progress and technological history,
To a Distant Day offers a complete and thoroughly compelling account of humanity’s determined
efforts—sometimes poignant, sometimes amazing, sometimes mad—to leave the earth behind.
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From reader reviews:

William Harris:

This To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers
(Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A
People's History of S) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gabriel Reed:

This book untitled To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Marco Roy:

The reason why? Because this To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's
History of S) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jenny Davis:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers
(Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.
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