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Recommended by CHOICE: "Lavishly illustrated ... Jordan's lively discussion of the commodification of the
female body in the service of the classic Hollywood star system will offer ...readers genuine insights into the
way the system worked and how these women manipulated it to their advantage."

From The Journal of Popular Culture, (Vol. 45.2): "Jessica Hope Jordan's The Sex Goddess in American
Film, 1930-1965 makes unique contributions to popular film studies. Pluses for scholars are a very complete
bibliography and an extensive listing of biographies and filmographies directly on the subject of sexy
Hollywood women. Too many books on film and movie stars cut too wide and by trying to say everything
they end up saying practically nothing. Jessica Jordan escapes this trap, and my guess it will be a model for
other books on similar subjects" (Jerry Rodnitzky, University of Texas at Arlington).

The sex goddess's seemingly endless power to influence and fascinate, to achieve in a sense her own self-
reproduction through many decades of "re-makeovers" reveals her positioning in American culture as not
only a lasting image but also as a potentially powerful and subversive force. The sex goddess is often thought
by feminist film theorists to be little more than a projection of the male imaginary. However, this book
makes a necessary correction to this trend by demonstrating how the actresses performing the role of sex
goddess in fact use the feminine imaginary to create their own agency. Through their performance of "hyper"
femininity, and with their seductive power, they exert control not only over their filmic narrative "targets of
seduction" but their viewers as well. The ability to hold their objects of seduction in such thrall suggests that
the image of the sex goddess possesses a power far more subversive than what has been previously explored;
in fact, to date there has not yet been a critical study of the sex goddess in film. In the first critical study of
the sex goddess in film, Jessica Hope Jordan illustrates how Jean Harlow uses her sexualized body to "affect"
and seduce viewers away from any primary identification with those characters and their plotlines that are
supposed to lead the film, to identifying instead with the kind of sexual empowerment and self-possession
her characters consistently display. Linking the idea of sexual empowerment to the filmic and public
celebration of hyper-feminine sexuality, the book additionally covers previous feminist discussions of Mae
West's performances as "feminist camp" to argue that West sought to both celebrate and embody for women
viewers what she viewed as cultural ideals of femininity and women's sexuality. With Lana Turner and the
"cinematic code," the book considers the many problems inherent in both the filmic and public celebration of
hyper-feminine sexuality in relation to censorship and considers the effects of the Hays Code on hyper-
feminine sexuality as depicted in film noir. The book also importantly presents the first critical discussion of
the actress Jayne Mansfield, suggesting that her 1950s open acceptance, celebration, and public promotion of
her feminine sexuality, both onscreen and off, makes her not only a precursor of the more sexually liberated
60s, but also, like the other actresses discussed here, a kind of prescient performance artist, even theorist, of
feminine sexuality in particular, and cultural ideas about sexuality more generally. Beyond recouping her
image as feminist, the book demonstrates how the kind of desire aroused by the sex goddess, a desire which
remains endlessly suspended, works as a supreme example of the aesthetic apparatus of cinema itself. This is
an important book for inclusion in all film, film history, film theory, gender and sexuality studies, women's
studies, and American studies collections.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Sex Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965: Jean
Harlow, Mae West, Lana Turner, and Jayne Mansfield. Try to stumble through book The Sex Goddess in
American Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana Turner, and Jayne Mansfield as your buddy. It
means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Emile Guzman:

Here thing why this specific The Sex Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana
Turner, and Jayne Mansfield are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Sex Goddess in American
Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana Turner, and Jayne Mansfield giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Sex
Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana Turner, and Jayne Mansfield. It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or
even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of The Sex Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana Turner, and
Jayne Mansfield in e-book can be your alternate.

Deborah Knight:

The Sex Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana Turner, and Jayne Mansfield
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Sex Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow,
Mae West, Lana Turner, and Jayne Mansfield however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Gerald Allen:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition



native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Sex Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965: Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana
Turner, and Jayne Mansfield we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The Sex Goddess in American Film, 1930-1965:
Jean Harlow, Mae West, Lana Turner, and Jayne Mansfield. You can more desirable than now.
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