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The focus of this book are the author's vivid memories of service as a company commander in a Red Army
officers penal battalion on the Eastern Front 1944-45.

During this time, he and his unit participated in the 1944 Soviet summer offensive Operation '‘Bagration’, the
Vistula-Oder operation into eastern Germany, and the final assault on Berlin.

The stories of penal companies and battalions in the Red Army gave hirth to legends about men who rushed
to the attack across minefields against German machine-guns with onerifle per three men. The author of this
book knows from his own experience what a penal battalion is. A common threat during the war, "I will send
you to apenal battalion!" meant nothing to him. He was there.

He was a platoon commander and later acommander of an officers penal company. He was a senior
lieutenant having a degraded regiment commander as a second-in-command. He and his company had to
carry out the most difficult and dangerous operationsin order to break through the enemy defenses. With
more than 80% of the men lost his company succeeded in completing their missions. The horrors of war, the
hand-to-hand fights with a desperately struggling enemy are described in this book along with a story of a
strong feeling between the young officer and a hospital nurse Rita. Thanks to Alexander Rita was appointed
anursein the penal battalion. She saved dozens of soldiers, carrying them from the battlefield under enemy
fire. It was Ritawho saved Alexander Pyl'cyn from death, when he was badly wounded near Berlin. She
became hiswife in the last months of the war. The author is brilliant at detailing the way of life and personal
relationsin the war. In this horrible slaughter cowardice and treason went side by side with friendship and
heroism. In these inhuman conditions people remained as they were: they lived, they laughed, they loved.

Key sales points: High-quality memoirs from Soviet soldiers who served on the Eastern Front are rare - rarer
still are firsthand accounts of the Red Army's penal battalions/ The author's intense and exciting style
produces a fluid and highly-readable account of the brutal reality of war in the East during its most bitter
final phase/ Includes the author's experiences during the storming of Berlin 1945, and his battlefield
romance with Rita, the battalion's nurse, and his future wife.
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From reader reviews:
Dale Winsett:

Here thing why this particular Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander
1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memoaries of War) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet
Memories of War) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company
Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Penalty Strike: The
Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) in e-book can
be your substitute.

Eric Sanders:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at
abook can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a
Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) book because this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt
init everbody knows.

Darlene Beaudoin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, dueto
the fact book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, aswell as
soon. The Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet
Memories of War) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Kimberly Duda:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is
identified as of book Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1



(Soviet Memories of War). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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