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Almost as familiar as the images of the American West he painted and sculpted is the figure of Charles M.
Russell himself. Standing or mounted, in boots and wide-brimmed hat, sash knotted at his waist, gaze steady
under a hank of unruly hair: he is the one and only "Cowboy Artist." What is not so well known is the story
that unfolds in the myriad photographs of Russell, pictures that document a remarkable life while also
reflecting the evolution of photography and the depiction of the American West at the turn of the twentieth
century. This biography makes use of hundreds of images of Russell, many never before published, to
explore the role of photography in shaping the artist's public image and the making and selling of his art.
More than that, the book shows how the Cowboy Artist personified what he portrayed.

Born in 1864 to a well-to-do family in St. Louis, Russell was smitten early on by the burgeoning art of
photography and the images of the West that were proliferating as rapidly as the frontier was disappearing.
When he moved to Helena at sixteen, his passions came together, as professional and amateur photographers
made their way to the Montana Territory to document the cowboy life that Charlie was embracing and
beginning to paint. Larry Len Peterson traces Russell's image and his career from these first adventures to his
apotheosis as an artist, and then to his California period and his final days as the grand statesman of the
American West. Along the way we meet some of the most interesting photographers of the era, as Russell
posed for Edward S. Curtis, Roland Reed, Clarence S. Bull, Hildore C. Eklund, and Dorothea Lange, among
others. Because Nancy Russell used photographs to promote her artist husband’s career and artistic identity,
we also see the medium's early application as a marketing tool in the hands of a surprisingly savvy
businesswoman.

Alongside Peterson's engrossing tale of the life of this American icon, the hundreds of photographs of
Russell, his friends, family members, business associates, colleagues, and celebrities of his time offer a
unique view of the artist's historic and cultural milieu—a view at once panoramic and intimate.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Charles M.
Russell: Photographing the Legend (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the
American West) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Charles M. Russell: Photographing the Legend (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and
Photography of the American West)is the main of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know
the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world within this book.

Richard Davy:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Charles M. Russell: Photographing
the Legend (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) is simple
to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Rita Carter:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Charles M. Russell: Photographing
the Legend (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

James Koenig:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list will be Charles M. Russell: Photographing the Legend (The Charles M.
Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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