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When sociologist Georgiann Davis was a teenager, her doctors discovered that she possessed XY
chromosomes, marking her as intersex. Rather than share this information with her, they withheld the
diagnosis in order to “protect” the development of her gender identity; it was years before Davis would see
her own medical records as an adult and learn the truth. Davis’ experience is not unusual. Many intersex
people feel isolated from one another and violated by medical practices that support conventional notions of
the male/female sex binary which have historically led to secrecy and shame about being intersex. Yet, the
rise of intersex activism and visibility in the US has called into question the practice of classifying intersex
as an abnormality, rather than as a mere biological variation. This shift in thinking has the potential to
transform entrenched intersex medical treatment.
In Contesting Intersex, Davis draws on interviews with intersex people, their parents, and medical experts to
explore the oft-questioned views on intersex in medical and activist communities, as well as the evolution of
thought in regards to intersex visibility and transparency. She finds that framing intersex as an abnormality is
harmful and can alter the course of one’s life. In fact, controversy over this framing continues, as intersex has
been renamed a ‘disorder of sex development’ throughout medicine. This happened, she suggests, as a means
for doctors to reassert their authority over the intersex body in the face of increasing intersex activism in the
1990s and feminist critiques of intersex medical treatment. Davis argues the renaming of ‘intersex’ as a
‘disorder of sex development’ is strong evidence that the intersex diagnosis is dubious. Within the intersex
community, though, disorder of sex development terminology is hotly disputed; some prefer not to use a
term which pathologizes their bodies, while others prefer to think of intersex in scientific terms. Although
terminology is currently a source of tension within the movement, Davis hopes intersex activists and their
allies can come together to improve the lives of intersex people, their families, and future generations.
However, for this to happen, the intersex diagnosis, as well as sex, gender, and sexuality, needs to be
understood as socially constructed phenomena.  A personal journey into medical and social activism,
Contesting Intersex presents a unique perspective on how medical diagnoses can affect lives profoundly.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Custer:

The book Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics)? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis
(Biopolitics) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search
the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Leon Moses:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Contesting
Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Stanley Torres:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis
(Biopolitics), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

John Flores:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Contesting Intersex: The Dubious Diagnosis (Biopolitics) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.
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