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A wholly original, compellingly human portrait of the "divine Marquis," the enigmatic legend whose name is
synonymous with brutal perversion and desirous cruelty.

Against a magnificently embroidered backdrop of eighteenth-century France, Neil Schaeffer reconstructs the
almost incredible adventures of Donatien-Alphonse-Francois de Sade. When he was a young man, married
off against his wishes to a middle-class heiress, his insatiable sexual appetites and disdain for all forms of
convention drew him into a series of scandals, first with prostitutes and then with his sister-in-law. His
enraged, social-climbing mother-in-law conspired with the authorities, and the result was Sade's thirteen-year
imprisonment without trial. Later, freed by the Revolution, the brilliantly protean Marquis became a
revolutionary leader himself and then narrowly escaped the guillotine. But with the publication of the novels
he wrote behind bars, books denounced as lewd and blasphemous, he was again imprisoned. Under
Napoleon, Sade spent almost twelve years in an insane asylum, where he died at the age of seventy-four
following a final dalliance with a teenage girl.  

Schaeffer reveals the surprisingly unsadistic Sade: his capacity for deep romantic love, his passionate
adherence to Enlightenment principles, his inexhaustible charm, his delusional paranoia. And through a
dazzling reading of his novels, including the notorious masterpiece 120 Days of Sodom, he argues
powerfully for Sade as one of the great literary imaginations of the eighteenth century, one who maintained a
lifelong, ultimately self-destructive argument against the limitations of authority and morality. Based on a
decade of research, The Marquis de Sade is a definitive work that shatters nearly two hundred years of
myth to reveal an irresistible Promethean figure of astonishing complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

Here thing why this particular The Marquis de Sade: A Life are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The Marquis de Sade: A Life giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Marquis de Sade: A Life. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of The Marquis de Sade: A Life in e-book can be your option.

Matthew Armstrong:

Often the book The Marquis de Sade: A Life has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Erin Kizer:

This The Marquis de Sade: A Life is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Marquis de Sade: A Life in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Kim Romero:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Marquis de Sade: A Life can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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