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From the 1930s through the 1970s, Chinese American owned supermarkets located outside of Chinatown,
catering to a non-Chinese clientele, and featuring mainstream American foods and other products and
services rose to prominence and phenomenal success in Northern California, only to decline as union
regulations and competition from national chains made their operation unprofitable. Alfred Yee’s study of
this trajectory is an insider’s view of a fascinating era in Asian American immigration and entrepreneurship.
Drawing on oral interviews with individuals who worked in the business during its peak and decline, he
presents an accessible history that illustrates how this once-thriving business fostered the social and
economic integration of Chinese Americans into life in the United States.

Yee demonstrates how Chinese American supermarkets were able to sell American groceries at reduced
prices by using the cheap labor of family members and Chinese immigrants whose entry to the United States
had been sponsored by their employers. This type of symbiotic relationship was eventually undermined by
labor unions’ demands that employees be covered by labor laws and fully compensated for all hours worked.
Also contributing to the ultimate demise of Chinese American supermarkets were increasing costs of
capitalization and operation, the dominance of national chain stores, and difficulties arising from traditional
Chinese methods of business management.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McCollum:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese American Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott and Laurie Oki
Series in Asian American Studies).

Mark Shanks:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It
can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is actually Shopping at
Giant Foods: Chinese American Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian
American Studies).

Virgie Tauber:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese American Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott and
Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get before. The Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese American Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott and
Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) giving you a different experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ronald Smith:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
the idea when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Shopping at Giant Foods:
Chinese American Supermarkets in Northern California (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American



Studies) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the publication Shopping at Giant Foods: Chinese American Supermarkets in
Northern California (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) can to be your friend when
you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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