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An unforgettable report on one man's hajj--the sacred rite that brings millions of Muslims to Mecca every
year
In 1999, the Moroccan scholar Abdellah Hammoudi, trained in Paris and teaching in America, decided to go
on the pilgrimage to Mecca. He wanted to observe the hajj as an anthropologist but also to experience it as an
ordinary pilgrim, and to write about it for both Muslims and non-Muslims. Here is his intimate, intense, and
detailed account of the Hajj--a rare and important document by a subtle, learned, and sympathetic writer.
Hammoudi describes not just the adventure, the human pressures, and the social tumult--everything from the
early preparations to the last climactic scenes in the holy shrines of Medina and Mecca--but also the intricate
politics and amazing complexity of the entire pilgrimage experience. He pays special heed to the effects of
Saudi bureaucratic control over the Hajj, to the ways that faith itself becomes a lucrative source of commerce
for the Arabian kingdom, and to the Wahhabi inflections of the basic Muslim message.
Here, too, is a poignant discussion of the inner voyage that pilgrimage can mean to those who embark on it:
the transformed sense of daily life, of worship, and of political engagement. Hammoudi acknowledges that
he was spurred to reconsider his own ideas about faith, gesture, community, and nationality in unanticipated
ways. This is a remarkable work of literature about both the outer forms and the inner meanings of Islam
today.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gould:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage
as your daily resource information.

Scott Settle:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage will give you new experience in examining a book.

Donna Johnson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Margaret Pace:

Beside that A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along
with read it from at this point!
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