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For most English-speaking readers, Russian literature consists of a small number of individual writers -
nineteenth-century masters such as Dostoevsky, Tolstoy and Turgenev - or a few well-known works -
Chekhov's plays, Brodsky's poems, and perhaps Master and Margarita and Doctor Zhivago from the
twentieth century. The medieval period, as well as the brilliant tradition of Russian lyric poetry from the
eighteenth century to the present, are almost completely terra incognita, as are the complex prose
experiments of Nikolai Gogol, Nikolai Leskov, Andrei Belyi, and Andrei Platonov. Furthermore, those
writers who have made an impact are generally known outside of the contexts in which they wrote and in
which their work has been received.

In this engaging book, Andrew Baruch Wachtel and Ilya Vinitsky provide a comprehensive, conceptually
challenging history of Russian literature, including prose, poetry and drama. Each of the ten chapters deals
with a bounded time period from medieval Rus' to the present. In a number of cases, chapters overlap
chronologically, thereby allowing a given period to be seen in more than one context. To tell the story of
each period, the authors provide an introductory essay touching on the highpoints of its development and
then concentrate on one biography, one literary or cultural event, and one literary work, which serve as
prisms through which the main outlines of a given period's development can be discerned. Although the
focus is on literature, individual works, lives and events are placed in broad historical context as well as in
the framework of parallel developments in Russian art and music
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From reader reviews:

Davis Miller:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but
if you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Russian
Literature (PCHL-Polity Cultural History of Literature) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Eleanor Walker:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Russian Literature (PCHL-Polity Cultural History of Literature)
why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Kimberly Franks:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One
of the books in the top list in your reading list is usually Russian Literature (PCHL-Polity Cultural History of
Literature). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Jason Ayers:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Russian Literature (PCHL-Polity Cultural History of Literature) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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