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Complete in one volume, the five books that created the modern American crime novel

In a few years of extraordinary creative energy, Dashiell Hammett invented the modern American crime
novel. In the words of Raymond Chandler, "Hammett gave murder back to the kind of people that commit it
for reasons, not just to provide a corpse.... He put these people down on paper as they were, and he made
them talk and think in the language they customarily used for these purposes."

The five novels that Hammett published between 1929 and 1934, collected here in one volume, have become
part of modern American culture, creating archetypal characters and establishing the ground rules and
characteristic tone for a whole tradition of hardboiled writing. Drawing on his own experiences as a
Pinkerton detective, Hammett gave a harshly realistic edge to novels that were at the same time infused with
a spirit of romantic adventure. His lean and deliberately simplified prose won admiration from such
contemporaries as Gertrude Stein, Ernest Hemingway, and William Faulkner.

Each novel is distinct in mood and structure. Red Harvest (1929) epitomizes the violence and momentum of
his Black Mask stories about the anonymous detective the Continental Op, in a raucous and nightmarish
evocation of political corruption and gang warfare in a western mining town. In The Dain Curse (1929) the
Op returns in a more melodramatic tale involving jewel theft, drugs, and a religious cult. With The Maltese
Falcon (1930) and its protagonist Sam Spade, Hammett achieved his most enduring popular success, a
tightly constructed quest story shot through with a sense of disillusionment and the arbitrariness of personal
destiny. The Glass Key (1931) is a further exploration of city politics at their most scurrilous. His last novel
was The Thin Man (1934), a ruefully comic tale paying homage to the traditional mystery form and featuring
Nick and Nora Charles, the sophisticated inebriates who would enjoy a long afterlife in the movies.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The Maltese Falcon / The
Glass Key / The Thin Man.

Dwight Case:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The
Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man. All type of book would you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Patricia Cockrell:

The reason why? Because this Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The
Thin Man is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Bernie Watts:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Red Harvest / The Dain Curse / The
Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Red Harvest / The Dain Curse /
The Maltese Falcon / The Glass Key / The Thin Man can to be your new friend when you're experience
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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