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Working with a cumbersome 8 x 10 field camera, Ansel Adams (1902-1984) created some of the most
dramatic and influential photographs ever made of the American West. His majestic landscapes and
evocative still lifes conveyed a vision of an idealized America that helped inspire the wilderness
conservation movement. Yet despite these accomplishments, Adams has been the least studied of our most
important photographers. Now Jonathan Spaulding provides the first full biography of the artist and a critical
analysis of his life's work.

Refuting the myth of a solitary and carefree wilderness explorer, Spaulding portrays a man grappling with
the question of how art and nature intersect in the modern world. He addresses the contradictions the
photographer faced as both artist and activist: his struggle to balance art and commercialism; his desire to
create art, yet enjoy bourgeois comforts; his simultaneous support for economic development, tourism, and
wilderness preservation.

Spaulding places Adams's work in the context of modernism and the other major developments in twentieth-
century art and ideas. He examines his debt to the pioneering art photographers Alfred Stieglitz and Edward
Steichen, and his response to later artists. He traces Adams's growth as an environmental activist and
discusses his use of photography to further the cause of conservation.

Questions regarding the meaning and place of wilderness in modern culture remain with us today. By
analyzing these issues through Adams's life and work, this book is a telling portrait of one of the century's
greatest photographers and a reflection of our changing attitudes about the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Erickson:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Ansel Adams and the American
Landscape: A Biography will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with
you?

Gilbert Pellerin:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Ansel Adams
and the American Landscape: A Biography.

Loren Hatmaker:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get ahead of. The Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography giving you
another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Marc Medina:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Ansel Adams and the American
Landscape: A Biography that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky



individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography
become your own personal starter.
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