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An innovative cultural history of the evolution of modern marriage practices in Bengal, Marriage and
Modernity challenges the assumption that arranged marriage is an antiquated practice. Rochona Majumdar
demonstrates that in the late colonial period Bengali marriage practices underwent changes that led to a
valorization of the larger, intergenerational family as a revered, “ancient” social institution, with arranged
marriage as the apotheosis of an “Indian” tradition. She meticulously documents the ways that these newly
embraced “traditions”—the extended family and arranged marriage—entered into competition and
conversation with other emerging forms of kinship such as the modern unit of the couple, with both models
participating promiscuously in the new “marketplace” for marriages, where matrimonial advertisements in
the print media and the payment of dowry played central roles. Majumdar argues that together the kinship
structures newly asserted as distinctively Indian and the emergence of the marriage market constituted what
was and still is modern about marriages in India.

Majumdar examines three broad developments related to the modernity of arranged marriage: the growth of
a marriage market, concomitant debates about consumption and vulgarity in the conduct of weddings, and
the legal regulation of family property and marriages. Drawing on matrimonial advertisements, wedding
invitations, poems, photographs, legal debates, and a vast periodical literature, she shows that the
modernization of families does not necessarily imply a transition from extended kinship to nuclear family
structures, or from matrimonial agreements negotiated between families to marriage contracts between
individuals. Colonial Bengal tells a very different story.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Ballesteros:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in
Colonial Bengal is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Dennis James:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Marriage and
Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengalis one of
several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Cecil Andrade:

Exactly why? Because this Marriage and Modernity: Family Values in Colonial Bengal is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Jamie Ault:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Marriage and Modernity:
Family Values in Colonial Bengal, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.
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