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An award-winning veteran sportswriter who personally covered the Pine Tar Game looks back and explores
one of the wackiest events in baseball history.

On July 24, 1983, during the finale of a heated four-game series between the dynastic New York Yankees
and small-town Kansas City Royals, umpires nullified a go-ahead home run based on an obscure rule, when
Yankees manager Billy Martin pointed out an illegal amount of pine tar—the sticky substance used for a
better grip—on Royals third baseman George Brett’s bat. Brett wildly charged out of the dugout and chaos
ensued. The call temporarily cost the Royals the game, but the decision was eventually overturned, resulting
in a resumption of the game several weeks later that created its own hysteria.

The Pine Tar Game chronicles this watershed moment, marking a pivot in the sport, when benign cheating
tactics, like spitballs, Superball bats, and a couple extra inches of tar on an ash bat, gave way to era of
soaring salaries, labor struggles, and rampant use of performance-enhancing drugs. Filip Bondy paints a
portrait of the Yankees and Royals of that era, featuring two diametrically opposed owners, in George
Steinbrenner and Ewing Kauffman; a host of bad actors and phenomenal athletes; and lots of yelling. Players
and club officials like Brett, Goose Gossage, Willie Randolph, Ron Guidry, Sparky Lyle, David Cone, and
John Schuerholz offer fresh commentary on the events along with their take on a rivalry that culminated in
one of the most iconic baseball tantrums of all time. Rush Limbaugh, employed by the Royals at the time as
a promotions director, offers his own insider’s perspective. Through this one fateful game, the ensuing
protest, and ultimate fallout, The Pine Tar Game examines a more innocent time in professional sports, as
well as the shifting tide that gave us today’s modern iteration of baseball.
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From reader reviews:

Bettye Heinrich:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Pine
Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining
Controversy? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Connie Medina:

The publication untitled The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and
Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The
Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and
Entertaining Controversy from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City
Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy is simple
bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Ralph Overman:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the
New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and Entertaining Controversy to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The
Pine Tar Game: The Kansas City Royals, the New York Yankees, and Baseball's Most Absurd and
Entertaining Controversy can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of that time.
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