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Listen to Elif Shafak's The Forty Rules of Love reviewed on NPR In this lyrical, exuberant follow-up to
her 2007 novel, The Bastard of Istanbul, acclaimed Turkish author Elif Shafak unfolds two tantalizing
parallel narratives—one contemporary and the other set in the thirteenth century, when Rumi encountered his
spiritual mentor, the whirling dervish known as Shams of Tabriz—that together incarnate the poet's timeless
message of love.

Ella Rubenstein is forty years old and unhappily married when she takes a job as a reader for a literary agent.
Her first assignment is to read and report on Sweet Blasphemy, a novel written by a man named Aziz Zahara.
Ella is mesmerized by his tale of Shams's search for Rumi and the dervish's role in transforming the
successful but unhappy cleric into a committed mystic, passionate poet, and advocate of love. She is also
taken with Shams's lessons, or rules, that offer insight into an ancient philosophy based on the unity of all
people and religions, and the presence of love in each and every one of us. As she reads on, she realizes that
Rumi's story mirrors her own and that Zahara—like Shams—has come to set her free.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Richards:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Forty Rules of Love: A
Novel of Rumi book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Louise Hacker:

The particular book The Forty Rules of Love: A Novel of Rumi has a lot details on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after looking over this book.

Edward Cottrell:

The Forty Rules of Love: A Novel of Rumi can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Forty Rules of Love: A Novel of
Rumi yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial thinking.

Jonathan Sanders:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is The Forty Rules of Love: A Novel of Rumi this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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