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A coming-of-age memoir about a young boy in rural Arkansas who searches for himself and his
distant father through soul music

Growing up in rural Arkansas, young Rashod Ollison turned to music to make sense of his life. The
dysfunction, sadness, and steely resilience of his family and neighbors was reflected in the R&B songs that
played on 45s in smoky rooms.

Steeped in the sounds, the smells, the salty language of rural Arkansas in the 1980s, Soul Serenade is the
memoir of a pop music critic whose love for soul music was fostered by his father, Raymond. Drafted into
the Vietnam War as a teenager, Raymond returned a changed man, “dead on the inside.” After his parents’
volatile marriage ended in divorce, Rashod was haunted by the memory of his itinerant father and his
mama’s long forgotten “sunshine smile.” For six-year-old Rashod, his father’s record collection—the music
of Aretha Franklin, Bobby Womack, Al Green, and others—provided solace, coherence, and escape.

Moving nine times during his childhood, Rashod constantly adjusted to new schools and homes with his two
sisters, Dusa and Reagan, and his mother, Dianne. Resilient and tough, while also being distant and punitive,
she worked multiple jobs, striving “to make ends wave at each other if they couldn’t meet.” He spent time
with his acerbic mother’s mother, Mama Teacake, and her family’s living-out-loud ways, which clashed with
his father’s family—religious, discreet, and appropriate—where Rashod gravitated to Big Mama and Paw
Paw, his father’s parents.

Becoming aware of his same-sex attraction, Rashod felt further isolated and alone but was encouraged by
mentors in the community who fostered his intelligence and talent. He became transformed through
discovering the writing of Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, Nikki Giovanni, and other literary greats, and these
books, along with the soulful sounds of the 1970s and 80s, enabled him to thrive in spite of the instability
and harshness of his childhood.

In textured and evocative language, and peppered with unexpected humor, Soul Serenade is an original and
captivating coming-of-age story set to an original beat.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Marquis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through
Vinyl ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age
Through Vinyl is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl. You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Whitney Martinez:

This Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming
of Age Through Vinyl can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Joseph Barnett:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age
Through Vinyl was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Soul Serenade:
Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Margaret Parker:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Soul Serenade: Rhythm, Blues & Coming of Age Through Vinyl can make you sense more



interested to read.
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