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Comic novelist and critic, Paul McDonald, provides an accessible, revealing guide to Joseph Heller’s
seminal anti-war novel, Catch-22. McDonald succinctly contextualises this perplexing comedy in relation to
the author’s life, and to key developments in modern American literature. The book offers a thorough
account and analysis of the plot, considers important characters such as Colonel Cathcart, Milo
Minderbinder, Lieutenant Scheisskopf, Major Major, and Doc Daneeka, and explains the various ways in
which Yossarian’s hilarious predicament has been interpreted by critics. It considers Yossarian’s status as a
mythic hero, an individualist hero, and a postmodern hero, assessing his relevance to contemporary America,
and his re-emergence in the sequel to Catch-22, Closing Time, published in 1994. It also offers a descriptive
bibliography of important secondary sources, and links to useful online texts.

The Author, Paul McDonald is Senior Lecturer in American Literature and Course Leader for Creative
Writing at the University of Wolverhampton. He is the author of eleven books, including three poetry
collections and three comic novels. His criticism includes books on Philip Roth, the fiction of the Industrial
Midlands, and 'Laughing at the Darkness' a study of postmodern American Humour also available in Kindle.
His research focuses on comedy, and he takes a perverse pleasure in the fact that Googling ‘the oldest joke in
the world’ generates several hundred pages with his name on.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

The book Reading 'Catch-22' (Literature Insights) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Reading 'Catch-22' (Literature Insights) to
be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Reading
'Catch-22' (Literature Insights). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Beverly McKeever:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Reading 'Catch-22'
(Literature Insights) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Lori Roth:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Reading 'Catch-22' (Literature Insights) can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Josephine Mares:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Reading
'Catch-22' (Literature Insights).
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