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Starting in 1965 and spanning a ten-year period, a group of writers including Tom Wolfe, Jimmy Breslin,
Gay Talese, Hunter S. Thompson, Joan Didion, John Sack, and Michael Herr emerged and joined a few of
their pioneering elders, including Truman Capote and Norman Mailer, to remake American letters. The
perfect chroniclers of an age of frenzied cultural change, they were blessed with the insight that traditional
tools of reporting would prove inadequate to tell the story of a nation manically hopscotching from hope to
doom and back again—from war to rock, assassination to drugs, hippies to Yippies, Kennedy to the dark lord
Nixon. Traditional just-the-facts reporting simply couldn’t provide a neat and symmetrical order to this
chaos.

Marc Weingarten has interviewed many of the major players to provide a startling behind-the-scenes account
of the rise and fall of the most revolutionary literary outpouring of the postwar era, set against the backdrop
of some of the most turbulent—and significant—years in contemporary American life. These are the stories
behind those stories, from Tom Wolfe’s white-suited adventures in the counterculture to Hunter S.
Thompson’s drug-addled invention of gonzo to Michael Herr’s redefinition of war reporting in the hell of
Vietnam. Weingarten also tells the deeper backstory, recounting the rich and surprising history of the editors
and the magazines who made the movement possible, notably the three greatest editors of the era—Harold
Hayes at Esquire, Clay Felker at New York, and Jann Wenner at Rolling Stone. And finally Weingarten takes
us through the demise of the New Journalists, a tragedy of hubris, miscalculation, and corporate menacing.

This is the story of perhaps the last great good time in American journalism, a time when writers didn’t just
cover stories but immersed themselves in them, and when journalism didn’t just report America but reshaped
it.

“Within a seven-year period, a group of writers emerged, seemingly out of nowhere—Tom Wolfe, Jimmy
Breslin, Gay Talese, Hunter S. Thompson, Joan Didion, John Sack, Michael Herr—to impose some order on
all of this American mayhem, each in his or her own distinctive manner (a few old hands, like Truman
Capote and Norman Mailer, chipped in, as well). They came to tell us stories about ourselves in ways that we
couldn’t, stories about the way life was being lived in the sixties and seventies and what it all meant to us.
The stakes were high; deep fissures were rending the social fabric, the world was out of order. So they
became our master explainers, our town criers, even our moral conscience—the New Journalists.” —from
the Introduction

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Santiago:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Gang That
Wouldn't Write Straight: Wolfe, Thompson, Didion, Capote, and the New Journalism Revolution book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Grady Comer:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Gang That Wouldn't Write Straight: Wolfe,
Thompson, Didion, Capote, and the New Journalism Revolution as your daily resource information.

Judith Bradshaw:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Gang That Wouldn't Write
Straight: Wolfe, Thompson, Didion, Capote, and the New Journalism Revolution that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Gang That Wouldn't Write Straight: Wolfe, Thompson, Didion, Capote, and the New Journalism Revolution
become your own starter.

Doris Whobrey:

Beside this kind of The Gang That Wouldn't Write Straight: Wolfe, Thompson, Didion, Capote, and the New
Journalism Revolution in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Gang That Wouldn't Write Straight: Wolfe, Thompson, Didion, Capote, and the New Journalism Revolution
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you



do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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