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Between its founding in 1854 and its collapse in 1952, the Chinese Maritime Customs Service delivered one-
third to one-half of all revenue collected by China's central authorities. Much more than a tax collector, the
institution managed China's harbors, erected lighthouses, and surveyed the Chinese coast. It funded and
oversaw the Translator's College, which trained Chinese diplomats while its staff translated Chinese classics,
novels, and poetry and wrote important studies on the Chinese economy, its financial system, its trade, its
history, and its government. It organized contributions to international exhibitions, developed its own
shadow diplomacy, pioneered China's modern postal system, and even maintained its own armed force. After
the 1911 Revolution, the agency became deeply involved in the management of China's international loans
and domestic bond issues.

In other words, the Customs Service was pivotal to China's post-Taiping integration into the world of
modern nation-states and twentieth-century trade and finance. If the Customs Service introduced the modern
governance of trade to China, it also made Chinese legible to foreign audiences. Following the activities of
the Inspectors General, who were virtual autocrats within the service and communicated regularly with
senior Chinese officials and foreign diplomats, this history tracks the Customs Service as it transformed
China and its relationship to the world. The Customs Service often kept China together when little else did.
This book reveals the role of the agency in influencing the outcomes of the Sino-French War, the Boxer
Rebellion, and the 1911 Revolution, as well as the rise of the Nationalists in the 1920s, and concludes with
the Customs Service purges of the early 1950s, when the relentless logic of revolution dismantled the agency
for good.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Moretti:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Breaking with the Past: The Maritime
Customs Service and the Global Origins of Modernity in China book because book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Eileen Matherly:

The guide with title Breaking with the Past: The Maritime Customs Service and the Global Origins of
Modernity in China includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read
this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone,
so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Irene Carpenter:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Breaking with the Past: The Maritime Customs Service and the Global Origins of Modernity in
China your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide
then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Breaking
with the Past: The Maritime Customs Service and the Global Origins of Modernity in China giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Jeri McKeen:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Breaking with the Past: The Maritime Customs Service and the Global Origins of
Modernity in China we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become
creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't



possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Breaking with the Past: The Maritime Customs Service
and the Global Origins of Modernity in China. You can more inviting than now.
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