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Folk music is more than an idealized reminder of a simper past. It reveals a great deal about present-day
understandings of community and belonging. It celebrates the shared traditions that define a group or nation.
In America, folk music--from African American spirituals to English ballads and protest songs--renders the
imagined community more tangible and comprises a critical component of our diverse national heritage.
 
In "I Hear America Singing," Rachel Donaldson traces the vibrant history of the twentieth-century folk
music revival from its origins in the 1930s through its end in the late 1960s. She investigates the relationship
between the revival and concepts of nationalism, showing how key figures in the revival--including Pete
Seeger , Alan Lomax, Moses Asch, and Ralph Rinzler--used songs to influence the ways in which Americans
understood the values, the culture, and the people of their own nation.
 
As Donaldson chronicles how cultural norms were shaped over the course of the mid-twentieth century, she
underscores how various groups within the revival and their views shifted over time. "I Hear America
Singing" provides a stirring account of how and why the revivalists sustained their culturally pluralist and
politically democratic Americanism over this tumultuous period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

This book untitled "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Maria Tate:

Why? Because this "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Wilma Shay:

This "I Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity is great book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having "I Hear
America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small
right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still
doubt in which?

Jack Bell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The "I
Hear America Singing": Folk Music and National Identity will give you a new experience in studying a
book.
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