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Cottonwood and the River of Time looks at some of the approaches scientists have used to unravel the
puzzles of the natural world. With a lifetime of work in forestry and genetics to guide him, Reinhard Stettler
celebrates both what has been learned and what still remains a mystery as he examines not only cottonwoods
but also trees more generally, their evolution, and their relationship to society.

Cottonwoods flourish on the verge, near streams and rivers. Their life cycle is closely attuned to the river's
natural dynamics. An ever-changing floodplain keeps generating new opportunities for these pioneers to
settle and prepare the ground for new species. Perpetual change is the story of cottonwoods -- but in a
broader sense, the story of all trees and all kinds of life. Through the long parade of generation after
generation, as rivers meander and glaciers advance and retreat, trees have adapted and persisted, some for
thousands of years. How do they do this? And more urgently, what lessons can we learn from the study of
trees to preserve and manage our forests for an uncertain future?

In his search for answers, Stettler moves from the floodplain of a West Cascade river, where seedlings
compete for a foothold, to mountain slopes, where aspens reveal their genetic differences in colorful
displays; from the workshops of Renaissance artists who painted their masterpieces on poplar to labs where
geneticists have recently succeeded in sequencing a cottonwood's genome; from the intensively cultivated
tree plantations along the Columbia to old-growth forests challenged by global warming.

Natural selection and adaptation, the comparable advantages and disadvantages of sexual versus asexual
reproduction, the history of plant domestication, and the purposes, risks, and potential benefits of genetic
engineering are a few of the many chapters in this story. By offering lessons in how nature works, as well as
how science can help us understand it, Cottonwood and the River of Time illuminates connections between
the physical, biological, and social worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society. Try
to make book Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society as your good friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Jack Young:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and
Society book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer connected with Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Cottonwood and the
River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Virginia Mack:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution,
and Society as your daily resource information.

Lisa Buffington:

The book untitled Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.



Have a nice study.
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