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Yves-Marie Bercé's The Birth of Absolutism offers arefreshingly origina approach to the history of France
between the Edict of Nantes and the personal rule of Louis X1V, a period dominated by the names of two
cardinals, Richelieu and Mazarin. Berce brings to the task not only familiarity with the sources and with the
French historiography, but also a thorough acquaintance with the large body of English and American
research upon seventeenth-century France. This has enabled him to escape the diminishing perspective of an
older French school, the 'grand history told from Paris which subordinated the course of eventsto an account
of the inevitable triumph of the 'Royal state'. Bercé's vision of French history is not of a'one-way ticket to
the future'. The French Crown is beset by aristocratic faction only too ready to avail itself of royal minorities,
religious dissent or provincia grievances in the pursuit of its own ambitions. Richelieu is not only the
brilliant strategist with a mission to undermine Habsburg hegemony in Europe, heis also apolitical gambler,
staking the very stability of the kingdom on an interventionist foreign policy which was sometimes saved
from utter disaster only by the fortunes of battle. Mazarin is not only the mentor of Louis X1V, but a deft
operator with an uncanny ability to come back from the political dead. Bercé's own researches into

provincial history are put to good effect in showing how the fiscal and military demands of war created
social and economic strains which provoked regular peasant risings and culminated in the more organi sed
and threatening opposition of the Fronde. The story of early seventeenth-century France is thus one which
might have turned out very differently. It is till, in the end, a story of the rise of absolutism: but it isahighly
resistible, and often fiercely resisted rise.
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From reader reviews:
Darlene Trevino:

Here thing why thiskind of The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies
Series) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining abook is good but it dependsin the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Birth of Absolutism: A History
of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Birth of Absolutism: A History of
France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can
actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Birth of Absolutism: A History of
France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Trevor Wright:

This The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) arereliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Birth of Absolutism: A
History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) can be one of several great books you must haveis
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Birth of Absolutism: A History of
France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Ronald Ruggles:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library aswell asto
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series)
can make you sense more interested to read.

Ann Amos.

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get ahalf areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France,



1598-1661 (European Studies Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill of
reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for
you to like to open up abook and study it. Beside that the guide The Birth of Absolutism: A History of
France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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