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Burton Watson and Haruo Shirane, renowned translators and scholars, introduce English-speaking readers to
the vivid tradition of early and medieval Japanese anecdotal (setsuwa) literature. These orally narrated and
written tales drew on both local folk tradition and continental sources. Taken from seven major anthologies
of anecdotal literature compiled between the ninth and thirteenth centuries, these dramatic and often amusing
stories open a major window onto the foundations of Japanese culture.

Out of thousands of setsuwa, Shirane has selected thirty-eight of the most powerful and influential, each of
which is briefly introduced. Recounting the exploits of warriors, farmers, priests, and aristocrats, and
concerning topics as varied as poetry, violence, power, and sex, these tales reveal the creative origins of a
range of literary and dramatic genres, from court tales and travel accounts to no drama and Kabuki. Watson's
impeccable translations relay the wit, mystery, and Buddhist sensibility of these protean works, while
Shirane's sophisticated analysis illuminates the meaning and context of their compact stories. Capped by an
extensive bibliography, this collection fully immerses the reader in the thrilling world of secular and
religious tales.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Demon at Agi Bridge and Other Japanese Tales (Translations from the
Asian Classics). Try to stumble through book The Demon at Agi Bridge and Other Japanese Tales
(Translations from the Asian Classics) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Leonie Blazek:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Demon at Agi Bridge and
Other Japanese Tales (Translations from the Asian Classics) will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading
a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or ideal book with you?

Sam Dickson:

The book The Demon at Agi Bridge and Other Japanese Tales (Translations from the Asian Classics) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the great thing like a book The Demon at Agi Bridge and Other Japanese Tales (Translations from
the Asian Classics)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book The Demon at Agi Bridge and Other Japanese Tales (Translations from the Asian Classics) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Terry Speller:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
The Demon at Agi Bridge and Other Japanese Tales (Translations from the Asian Classics). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination



to other place.
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