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In 1930, Chicago's Field Museum of Natural History commissioned sculptor Malvina Hoffman to produce
three-dimensional models of racial types for an anthropology display called the Races of Mankind. In this
exceptional study, Marianne Kinkel measures the colossal impact of the ninety-one bronze and stone
sculptures on perceptions of race in twentieth-century visual culture, tracing their exhibition from their 1933
debut and nearly four decades at the Field Museum to numerous reuses, repackagings, reproductions, and
publications that reached across the world.

 

Employing a keen interdisciplinary approach, Kinkel taps archival sources and period publications to
construct a cultural biography of the Races of Mankind sculptures. She examines how Hoffman's
collaborations with curators and anthropologists transformed the commission from a traditional physical
anthropology display to a fine art exhibit. She also tracks influential exhibitions of statuettes in New York
and Paris and photographic reproductions in atlases, maps, and encyclopedias. The volume concludes with
the dismantling of the exhibit at the Field Museum in the late 1960s and the redeployment of some of the
sculptures in new educational settings.

 

Kinkel demonstrates how the Races of Mankind sculptures participated in various racial paradigms by
asserting fixed racial types and racial hierarchies in the 1930s, promoting the notion of a Brotherhood of
Man in the 1940s, and engaging Afrocentric discourses of identity in the 1970s. Despite the enormous role
the sculptures played in representing race in American visual culture, their history has been largely
unrecognized until now. The first sustained examination of this influential group of sculptures, Races of
Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman examines how the veracity of race is continually renegotiated
through collaborative processes involved in the production, display, and circulation of visual representations.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them
is this Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman.

Kay Newberry:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of
Malvina Hoffman is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Laura Bradberry:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Races of
Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Brandon Giles:

This Races of Mankind: The Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman is brand new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Races of Mankind: The
Sculptures of Malvina Hoffman can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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