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The Tazza Farnese is one of the most admired objects from classical antiquity. A libation bowl carved from
banded agate, it features Medusa's head on its outside and, inside, an assembly of Egyptian gods. For more
than two millennia, these radiant figures have mesmerized emperors and artists, popes and thieves,
merchants and museum goers.

In this, the first book-length account of this renowned masterpiece, Marina Belozerskaya traces its
fascinating journey through history. That it has survived at all is a miracle. The Tazza's origins date back to
Ptolemaic Egypt where it likely enhanced the power and prestige of Cleopatra. After her defeat by Emperor
Augustus, the bowl began an amazing itinerary along many flashpoints in world history. It likely traveled
from Rome to Constantinople. After that city's sack by crusaders in 1204, it returned west to inspire the
classical revival at the court of Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II at Palermo. The Tazza next graced
Tamerlane's court at Samarqand, before becoming an obsession of Renaissance popes and princes. It
witnessed the rediscovery of Pompeii and Herculaneum, the turbulent aftermath of the French Revolution,
and the birth of the modern Italian state. Throughout its journey, the Tazza aroused the lust of Greek, Roman,
Byzantine, and Mongol rulers, consoled a heart-broken duchess, inspired artists including Botticelli and
Raphael, tempted spies and thieves, and drew the ire of a deranged museum guard who nearly destroyed it.
More than a biography of the world's most cherished bowl, Medusa's Gaze is a vivid and delightful voyage
through history.
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From reader reviews:

Jewel Williams:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary
Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) as your daily resource information.

Sarah Winship:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary
Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary
Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) become your own personal starter.

Floy Knowles:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of
the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Shannon Thomas:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary
Journey of the Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) or maybe others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Medusa's Gaze: The Extraordinary Journey of the
Tazza Farnese (Emblems of Antiquity) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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