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An entertaining and inspirational memoir by one of the most prominent practitioners and evangelists
of independent filmmaking, and the acclaimed writer, director, and actor (Saving Private Ryan,
Friends with Kids, Entourage) whose first film—The Brothers McMullen—has become an indie classic.

At the age of twenty-five, Ed Burns directed and produced his first film on a tiny $25,000 budget. The
Brothers McMullen went on to win the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival in 1995, and
established the working-class Irish American filmmaker as a talent to watch. In the twenty years since, Burns
has made ten more films (She’s the One, Sidewalks of New York, and The Fitzgerald Family Christmas),
while also acting in big budget Hollywood movies (Saving Private Ryan), hit television shows (Entourage
and Mob City), and pioneering a new distribution network for indie filmmakers online and with TV’s On
Demand service (“why open a film in twenty art houses when you can open in twenty million homes?”).

Inspired by Burns’s uncompromising success both behind and in front of the camera, students and aspiring
filmmakers are always asking Burns for advice. In Independent Ed, Burns shares the story of his two
remarkable decades in a fickle business where heat and box office receipts are often all that matter. He
recounts stories of the lengths he has gone to to secure financing for his films, starting with The Brothers
McMullen (he told his father: “Shooting was the twelve best days of my life”). How he found stars on their
way up—including Jennifer Aniston and Cameron Diaz—to work in his films, and how he’s adhered
religiously to the dictum of writing what you know, working as if he was just starting out, and always
“looking for the next twelve best days of my life.”

Chronicling the struggles and the long hours as well as the heady moments when months of planning and
writing come to fruition, Independent Ed is a must-read for movie fans, film students, and everyone who
loves a gripping tale about what it takes to forge your own path in work and life.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Sanders:

The feeling that you get from Independent Ed: Inside a Career of Big Dreams, Little Movies, and the Twelve
Best Days of My Life is the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Independent Ed: Inside a
Career of Big Dreams, Little Movies, and the Twelve Best Days of My Life giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the
idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific Independent Ed: Inside a Career of Big Dreams, Little
Movies, and the Twelve Best Days of My Life instantly.

Robert Spann:

The publication untitled Independent Ed: Inside a Career of Big Dreams, Little Movies, and the Twelve Best
Days of My Life is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Independent Ed: Inside a Career of Big
Dreams, Little Movies, and the Twelve Best Days of My Life from the publisher to make you more enjoy
free time.

Juan Gilbert:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Independent Ed: Inside a Career of Big Dreams, Little Movies, and the Twelve Best Days of My
Life the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Independent Ed: Inside a Career of Big
Dreams, Little Movies, and the Twelve Best Days of My Life giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Mary Moore:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Independent Ed: Inside a Career of Big Dreams, Little Movies, and the Twelve Best Days of My Life.
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a



person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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