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Recent scholarship has challenged post-Reformation ideas about the early Christian doctrines of salvation.
This ground-breaking book draws together the conclusions of recent scholarship into a compelling and clear
view of the early Christian paradigm of salvation. It presents the case that the early Christians focussed not
on Christ's death on the cross or 'saving faith', but on moral transformation. They saw Jesus as God's
appointed teacher, prophet, and leader, who died as a martyr in order to teach them a new way of life. Their
paradigm of salvation centred upon this way of life taught by Jesus, and on following faithfully his example
and teachings.

Part 1: How the Gospels present Jesus explores the way in which the early Christians understood the
teaching of Jesus. It highlights five themes of Jesus' message: economics and wealth, moral purity, social
equality, the temple system, and physical and spiritual affliction. It shows why people viewed Jesus as a
divinely appointed teacher, prophet, and leader, and saw his death as a martyrdom for his cause and
movement.

Part 2: Doctrines of the early Christians presents the key early Christian doctrines of salvation and shows
why several post-Reformation doctrines conflict with their views. It shows that the early Christians believed
God's final judgment is made on the basis of character and conduct. They believed that by following Jesus
and transforming their lives morally, they would obtain positive judgment and resurrection. This part shows
how the early Christians' ideas of faith, justification, forgiveness and grace all fit into this paradigm.

Part 3: The importance of Jesus looks at why the early Christians considered Jesus so significant; they
focussed on the moral transformation he brought to their lives. This part highlights what they believed Jesus
achieved for them, and how they used sacrificial language to explain these beliefs. It explores the evidence
for viewing Jesus' death as a martyrdom, and for seeing his resurrection as equally important.

Part 4: Ideas throughout history shows that Christians held this paradigm of salvation for several
centuries. It outlines the key changes that occurred from the 4th century through to the Reformation, which
moved tradition away from the early Christian ideas. Finally, it offers a critique of modern post-Reformation
doctrines of salvation.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Moral
Transformation: The Original Christian Paradigm of Salvation. All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Rafael Arent:

The book Moral Transformation: The Original Christian Paradigm of Salvation will bring you to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Moral Transformation: The Original Christian
Paradigm of Salvation is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Muriel Carpenter:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Moral Transformation: The
Original Christian Paradigm of Salvation, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

June Ortiz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Moral Transformation: The Original
Christian Paradigm of Salvation.
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