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In 1946, Harry Choates, a Cajun fiddle virtuoso, changed the course of American musical history when his
recording of the so-called Cajun national anthem "Jole Blon" reached number four on the national Billboard
charts. Cajun music became part of the American consciousness for the first time thanks to the
unprecedented success of this issue, as the French tune crossed cultural, ethnic, racial, and socio-economic
boundaries. Country music stars Moon Mullican, Roy Acuff, Bob Wills, and Hank Snow rushed into the
studio to record their own interpretations of the waltz-followed years later by Waylon Jennings and Bruce
Springsteen. The cross-cultural musical legacy of this plaintive waltz also paved the way for Hank Williams
Sr.'s Cajun-influenced hit "Jamabalaya."

Choates' "Jole Blon" represents the culmination of a centuries-old dialogue between the Cajun community
and the rest of America. Joining into this dialogue is the most thoroughly researched and broadly conceived
history of Cajun music yet published, Cajun Breakdown. Furthermore, the book examines the social and
cultural roots of Cajun music's development through 1950 by raising broad questions about the ethnic
experience in America and nature of indigenous American music. Since its inception, the Cajun community
constantly refashioned influences from the American musical landscape despite the pressures of
marginalization, denigration, and poverty. European and North American French songs, minstrel tunes,
blues, jazz, hillbilly, Tin Pan Alley melodies, and western swing all became part of the Cajun musical
equation. The idiom's synthetic nature suggests an extensive and intensive dialogue with popular culture,
extinguishing the myth that Cajuns were an isolated folk group astray in the American South. Ryan André
Brasseaux's work constitutes a bold and innovative exploration of a forgotten chapter in America's musical
odyssey.
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From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made
Music (American Musicspheres Series) as the daily resource information.

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Cajun
Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres Series).

Andrew Garcia:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Cajun Breakdown: The
Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres Series) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Cajun
Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres Series) become your
own personal starter.

Barry Trusty:

You may get this Cajun Breakdown: The Emergence of an American-Made Music (American Musicspheres
Series) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about



your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.
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