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Minnesota is one of only twelve states that does not allow the death penalty, but that was not always the
case. In fact, until 1911 executions in the state were legal and frequently carried out. In Legacy of Violence,
John D. Bessler takes us on a compelling journey through the history of lynchings and state-sanctioned
executions that dramatically shaped Minnesota’s past.Through personal accounts of those involved with the
events, Bessler traces the history of both famous and lesser-known executions and lynchings in Minnesota,
the state’s anti–death penalty and anti-lynching movements, and the role of the media in the death penalty
debate. Bessler reveals Abraham Lincoln’s thoughts as he ordered the largest mass execution in U.S. history
of thirty-eight Indians in Mankato after the Dakota Conflict of 1862. He recounts the events surrounding the
death of Ann Bilansky, the only woman ever executed in Minnesota, and the infamous botched hanging of
William Williams, which led to renewed calls for the abolition of capital punishment. He tells the story of
the 1920 lynching in Duluth of three African-American circus workers—wrongfully accused of rape—and
the anti-lynching crusade that followed. The significant role that Minnesota played in America’s
transformation to private, after-dark executions is presented in the discussion of the “midnight assassination
law.” Bessler’s account is made more timely by thirty-five hundred people on death row in America
today—more than at any other time in our nation’s history. Is Minnesota’s current approach superior to that
of states that have capital punishment? Bessler looks at Minnesota history to ask whether the application of
the death penalty can truly solve the problem of violence in America.John D. Bessler is an attorney at the
Minneapolis law firm of Kelly & Berens and an adjunct professor at the University of Minnesota Law
School. He is the author of Kiss of Death: America’s Love Affair with the Death Penalty (2003) and Death
in the Dark: Midnight Executions in America (1997).
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

The book Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like
a book Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota? A few of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Byler:

This Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota without we
know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.
This Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Frances Oberlin:

The reason? Because this Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And Executions In Minnesota is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Sherry Ellis:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is actually Legacy Of Violence: Lynch Mobs And



Executions In Minnesota. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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