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In the summer of 1964, the turmoil of the civil rights movement reached its peak in Mississippi, with
activists across the political spectrum claiming that God was on their side in the struggle over racial justice.
This was the summer when violence against blacks increased at an alarming rate and when the murder of
three civil rights workers in Mississippi resulted in national media attention. Charles Marsh takes us back to
this place and time, when the lives of activists on all sides of the civil rightsissue converged and their images
of God clashed. He weaves their voices into a gripping narrative: a Ku Klux Klansman, for example,
borrows fiery language from the Bible to link attacks on blacks to his "priestly calling"; a middle-aged
woman describes how the Gospel inspired her to rally other African Americansto fight peacefully for their
dignity; a SNCC worker tells of harrowing encounters with angry white mobs and his pilgrimage toward a
new racial spirituality called Black Power. Through these emotionally charged stories, Marsh invites us to
consider the civil rights movement anew, in terms of religion as a powerful yet protean force driving social
action.

The book's central figures are Fannie Lou Hamer, who "worked for Jesus' in civil rights activism; Sam
Bowers, the Imperial Wizard of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi; William Douglas
Hudgins, an influential white Baptist pastor and unofficial theologian of the "closed society”; Ed King, a
white Methodist minister and Mississippi hative who campaigned to integrate Protestant congregations; and
Cleveland Sellers, a SNCC staff member turned black militant.

Marsh focuses on the events and religious convictions that led each person into the political upheaval of
1964. He presents an unforgettable American socia landscape, one that is by turns shameful and inspiring. In
conclusion, Marsh suggests that it may be possible to sift among these narratives and lay the groundwork for
anew thinking about racial reconciliation and the beloved community. He maintains that the person who
embraces faith's life-affirming energies will leave behind a most powerful legacy of social activism and
compassion.
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From reader reviews:
Mildred Patton:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title God's Long Summer:
Stories of Faith and Civil Rights suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in thisera. The
particular book untitled God's Long Summer: Stories of Faith and Civil Rightsis one of several books that
everyone read now. That book was inspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the smple
way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Laura Crabtree:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
usually God's Long Summer: Stories of Faith and Civil Rights.

Thomas Schroeder:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be God's Long Summer: Stories of Faith and Civil Rights why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Bradley Printz:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is God's Long Summer: Stories of Faith and Civil Rights this publication consist alot
of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. That iswhy this book ideal all of you.
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