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Author, tranglator, socia critic and Harvard professor of art, Charles Eliot Norton was widely regarded in his
own day as the most cultivated man in America. In modern times, by contrast, he has been condemned as the
supercilious representative of an embattled patrician caste. Thisrevisionary study argues that Norton's
genuine significance for American culture and politics today can only be grasped by recovering the vanished
contexts in which hislife and work took shape. In awide-ranging analysis, Linda Dowling demonstrates the
effects upon Norton’ s thought of the great transatlantic humanitarian reform movement of the 1840s, the
Pre-Raphaslite and Ruskinian revolution in art and architecture of the 1850s and the surging liberal optimism
that emerged from the Civil War. Drawing on numerous deleted passages from Norton’s manuscript
journals, Dowling probes beneath the imperturbable mask of the public Norton, bringing to light the elusive
private man.

Returning from Europe in 1873, bereft of hiswife and stripped of his religious belief, Norton was compelled
to confront the painful contradictions within his own liberal political faith. In aland given to celebrating
freedom of speech, Norton would become a speaker subjected to physical threats for opposing the Spanish-
American War. Among a people given to glorying in its superiority to other civilizations, he would become a
social critic reviled for arguing that the nation was failing to live up to its own most cherished ideals. It
would be Norton's misfortune, shared with others of his generation, to watch the golden promise of a
victorious war for the Union fade into the unrepentant cynicism of the Gilded Age. Y et Norton's militant
idealism and heroic citizenship, Dowling argues, survive now as avital parable for American civic liberalism
in the present day.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Rayes:

This Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New
Nineteenth-Century Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming
Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of
Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Marx:

The actual book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming
Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very
suited to you. The book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming
Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Florence Hall:

The guide untitled Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming
Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of analysis
when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also
could possibly get the e-book of Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America
(Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free
time.

Robert Murphy:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-
Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) as well as others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you fedl desire to read more and more.



Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are hel ping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of
Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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