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From Major League Baseball’s inception in the 1880s through World War II, team owners enjoyed
monopolistic control of the industry. Despite the players’ desire to form a viable union, every attempt to do
so failed. The labor consciousness of baseball players lagged behind that of workers in other industries, and
the public was largely in the dark about labor practices in baseball. In the mid-1960s, star players Sandy
Koufax and Don Drysdale staged a joint holdout for multiyear contracts and much higher salaries. Their
holdout quickly drew support from the public; for the first time, owners realized they could ill afford to
alienate fans, their primary source of revenue.
 
Baseball’s Power Shift chronicles the growth and development of the union movement in Major League
Baseball and the key role of the press and public opinion in the players’ successes and failures in labor-
management relations. Swanson focuses on the most turbulent years, 1966 to 1981, which saw the birth of
the Major League Baseball Players Association as well as three strikes, two lockouts, Curt Flood’s challenge
to the reserve clause in the Supreme Court, and the emergence of full free agency. To defeat the owners, the
players’ union needed support from the press, and perhaps more importantly, the public. With the public on
their side, the players ushered in a new era in professional sports when salaries skyrocketed and fans began
to care as much about the business dealings of their favorite team as they do about wins and losses.
 
Swanson shows how fans and the media became key players in baseball's labor wars and paved the way for
the explosive growth in the American sports economy.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Baseball's Power Shift: How the
Players Union, the Fans, and the Media Changed American Sports Culture is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cheree Kramer:

This Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union, the Fans, and the Media Changed American Sports
Culture usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union, the Fans, and the Media Changed American Sports Culture
can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union, the Fans, and the Media Changed American
Sports Culture forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Robert Mills:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union,
the Fans, and the Media Changed American Sports Culture was vibrant and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union, the Fans, and the Media Changed
American Sports Culture has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.

Ronald Kleiman:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union, the Fans, and the Media Changed American Sports Culture
when you necessary it?
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