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This book investigates architecture as a form of diplomacy in the context of the Second World War at six
major European international and national expositions that took place between 1937 and 59. The volume
gives a fascinating account of architecture assuming the role of the carrier of war-related messages, some of
them camouflaged while others quite frank. The famous standoffs between the Stalinist Russia and the Nazi
Germany in Paris 1937, or the juxtaposition of the USSR and USA pavilions in Brussels 1958, are examples
of very explicit shows of force. The book also discusses some less known-and more subtle-messages,
revealed through an examination of several additional pavilions in both Paris and Brussels; of a series of
expositions in Moscow; of the Universal Exhibition in Rome that was planned to open in 1942; and of the
London s South Bank Exposition of 1951: all of them related, in one way or another, to either an anticipation
of the global war or to its horrific aftermaths. A critical assessment of three pre-World War II American
expositions indicates a significant difference in the attitude of American commissioners, who were less
attuned to the looming war than their European counterparts.
The book provides a novel assessment of modern architecture s involvement with national representation.
Whether in the service of Fascist Italy or of Imperial Japan, of Republican Spain or of the post-war
Franquista regime, of the French Popular Front or of socialist Yugoslavia, of the arising FRG or of capitalist
USA, of Stalinist Russia or of post-colonial Britain, exposition architecture during the period in question was
driven by a deep faith in its ability to represent ideology. The book argues that this widespread confidence in
architecture s ability to act as a propaganda tool was one of the reasons why Modernist architecture lent itself
to the service of such different masters.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Architecture of
Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture)? Maybe
it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Kevin Loesch:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace,
Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Arthur Prince:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate
Studies in Architecture) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Diana Erickson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Architecture of
Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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