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Modernity has long been equated with motion, travel, and change, from Marx’s critical diagnoses of
economic instability to the Futurists’ glorification of speed. Likewise, metaphors of travel serve widely in
discussions of empire, cultural contact, translation, and globalization, from Deleuze’s “nomadology” to
James Clifford’s “traveling cultures.” John Culbert, in contrast, argues that the key texts of modernity and
postmodernity may be approached through figures and narratives of paralysis: motion is no more defining of
modern travel than fixations, resistance, and impasse; concepts and figures of travel, he posits, must be
rethought in this more static light.
 
Focusing on the French and Francophone context, in which paralyzed travel is a persistent motif, Culbert
also offers new insights into French critical theory and its often paradoxical figures of mobility, from
Blanchot’s pas au-delà and Barthes’s dérive to Derrida’s aporias and Glissant’s diversions. Here we see that
paralysis is not merely the failure of transport but rather the condition in which travel, by coming to a crisis,
calls into question both mobility and stasis in the language of desire and the order of knowledge. Paralyses
provides a close analysis of the rhetoric of empire and the economy of tourism precisely at their points of
breakdown, which in turn enables a deconstruction of master narratives of exploration, conquest, and
exoticism. A reassessment of key authors of French modernity—from Nerval and Gautier to Fromentin,
Paulhan, Beckett, Leiris, and Boudjedra—Paralyses also constitutes a new theoretical intervention in debates
on travel, translation, ethics, and postcoloniality.
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From reader reviews:

Araceli Burns:

The book Paralyses: Literature, Travel, and Ethnography in French Modernity can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Paralyses:
Literature, Travel, and Ethnography in French Modernity? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Paralyses: Literature, Travel, and Ethnography in French Modernity has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Anna Harlow:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Paralyses: Literature, Travel, and
Ethnography in French Modernity is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Logan Merritt:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Paralyses: Literature, Travel, and
Ethnography in French Modernity can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book
you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should
have Paralyses: Literature, Travel, and Ethnography in French Modernity.

Samuel Freeman:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Paralyses: Literature, Travel, and Ethnography in French Modernity. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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