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Why Is That Art? addresses common questions that viewers raise about contemporary art: Why isthat art?
Why isit in an art museum? Who saysit'sart? If | did this, would it be art? Why is it good? Covering a
broad, diverse, and engaging sampling of works--abstract and representational painting, monumental
sculpture, performance art, video instalations, films, and photographs--author Terry Barrett responds to
these questions using three sources: the artists who created the works, philosophers of art, and art critics.
Introducing students to a variety of established theories of art, he presents the traditional sets of criteria of
Realism, Expressionism, and Formalism, which arein turn updated by recent sources of Poststructuralism.
Barrett applies each of these theories to challenging works of contemporary art, pointing out the strengths
and weaknesses of each mode of interpretation. He encourages students to consider many criteria when
evaluating an artwork, to critically examine judgments made by others, and to make informed judgments of
their own.

Ideal for coursesin aesthetics, art theory, art criticism, and the philosophy of art, Why Is That Art?is
organized chronologically according to the history of aesthetics. It features sixty-seven illustrations (twenty-
six in afull-color insert), discusses awide range of American and European artists, and includes an
exceptional overview of postmodern pluralism. This unique book will provide students with a newfound
appreciation for contemporary art, scholarship, and reasoned argumentation, giving them the confidence to
join the fascinating discourse on contemporary art.
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From reader reviews:
Adrian Woodson:

The book Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing
like abook Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each
other; it ispossible to share al of these. Book Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary
Art has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance
the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Mark Feaster:

The experience that you get from Why Is That Art?. Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art isamore
deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Why Is That Art?. Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Why Is That Art?:
Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art instantly.

Patrick Garcia;

ThisWhy Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art are usually reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of
Contemporary Art can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just smple
studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Why Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day task. So, let's haveit and luxuriate in reading.

Dixie Jones:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your



sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days alwaystry to

improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them
isthisWhy Is That Art?: Aesthetics and Criticism of Contemporary Art.
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