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A riveting and revealing look at the showsthat helped cable television drama emerge asthe signature
art form of the twenty-first century.

In the late 1990s and early 2000s, the landscape of television began an unprecedented transformation. While
the networks continued to chase the lowest common denominator, awave of new shows, first on premium
cable channels like HBO and then basic cable networks like FX and AMC, dramatically stretched
television’'s narrative inventiveness, emotional resonance, and artistic ambition. No longer necessarily
concerned with creating aways-likable characters, plots that wrapped up neatly every episode, or subjects
that were deemed safe and appropriate, shows such as The Wire, The Sopranos, Mad Men, Deadwood, The
Shield, and more tackled issues of life and death, love and sexuality, addiction, race, violence, and existential
boredom. Just as the Big Novel had in the 1960s and the subversive films of New Hollywood had in 1970s,
television shows became the place to go to see stories of the triumph and betrayal s of the American Dream at
the beginning of the twenty-first century.

This revolution happened at the hands of a new breed of auteur: the all-powerful writer-show runner. These
were men nearly as complicated, idiosyncratic, and “difficult” as the conflicted protagonists that defined the
genre. Given the chance to make art in amaligned medium, they fell upon the opportunity with unchecked
ambition.

Combining deep reportage with cultural analysis and historical context, Brett Martin recounts the rise and
inner workings of a genre that represents not only anew golden age for TV but also a cultural watershed.
Difficult Men features extensive interviews with all the major players, including David Chase (The
Sopranos), David Simon and Ed Burns (The Wire), Matthew Weiner and Jon Hamm (Mad Men), David
Milch (NYPD Blue, Deadwood), and Alan Ball (Six Feet Under), in addition to dozens of other writers,
directors, studio executives, actors, production assistants, makeup artists, script supervisors, and so on.
Martin takes us behind the scenes of our favorite shows, delivering never-before-heard story after story and
revealing how cable TV has distinguished itself dramatically from the networks, emerging from the shadow
of film to become atruly significant and influential part of our culture.
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From reader reviews:
Clinton Whitten:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire al their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they aso doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them isthis
Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wireto Mad Men
and Breaking Bad.

Kenneth Kan:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read. Difficult
Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wireto Mad Men and
Breaking Bad can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Wesley Baker:

This Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wireto Mad
Men and Breaking Bad is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because
it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution:
From The Sopranos and The Wire to Mad Men and Breaking Bad can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
ae-book especialy this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Carmine Caulfield:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a
Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wire to Mad Men and Breaking Bad to make your
personal reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and



examining especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside
that the guide Difficult Men: Behind the Scenes of a Creative Revolution: From The Sopranos and The Wire
to Mad Men and Breaking Bad can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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