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In this pioneering study of the shifting status of the emperor within court society and the relationship
between the state and the Buddhist community during the Heian period (794u1185), Asuka Sango details the
complex ways in which the emperor and other elite ruling groups employed Buddhist ritual to legitimate
their authority. Although considered a descendant of the sun goddess, Amaterasu, the emperor used Buddhist
idiom, particularly the ideal king as depicted in the Golden Light S?tra , to express his right to rule.
SangoAEs book is the first to focus on the ideals presented in the s?tra to demonstrate how the ritual
enactment of imperial authority was essential to justifying political power. These ideals became the basis of a
number of court-sponsored rituals, the most important of which was the emperorAEs Misai-e Assembly.
Sango deft ly traces the changes in the assemblyAEs format and status throughout the era and the signifi cant
shift s in the Japanese polity that mirrored them. In illuminating the details of these changes, she challenges
dominant scholarly models that presume the gradual decline of the political and liturgical influenceof the
emperor over the course of the era. She also compels a reconsideration of Buddhism during the Heian as
ostate Buddhismo by showing that monks intervened in creating the stateAEs policy toward the religion to
their own advantage. Her analysis further challenges the common view that Buddhism of the time was
characterized by the growth of private esoteric rites at the expense of exoteric doctrinal learning. The Halo of
Golden Light draws on a wide range of primary sourcesufrom official annals and diaries written by courtiers
and monks to ecclesiastical records and Buddhist textsumany of them translated or analyzed for the first time
in English. In so doing, the work brings to the surface surprising facets in the negotiations between religious
ideas and practices and the Buddhist community and the state.
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From reader reviews:

Curt Roepke:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian
Japan. Try to the actual book The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian
Japan as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Mary Goldstein:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Halo of Golden
Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Dona Henry:

The actual book The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Halo
of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lorene Williamson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority
and Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
The Halo of Golden Light: Imperial Authority and Buddhist Ritual in Heian Japan has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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