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Ian Hamilton wrote two books on J. D. Salinger. Only one, this one, was published. The first, called "J. D.
Salinger: A Writing Life", despite undergoing many changes to accommodate Salinger was still victim of a
legal ban. Salinger objected to the use of his letters, in the end to any use of them. The first book had to be
shelved. With great enterprise and determination however, Ian Hamilton set to and wrote this book which is
more, much more, than an emasculated version of the first. For someone whose guarding of his privacy
became so fanatical it is perhaps surprising how much Ian Hamilton was able to disinter about his earlier life.
Until Salinger retreated completely into his bolt-hole outside Cornish in New Hampshire many aspects of his
life, though it required assiduousness on the biographer's part, could be pieced together. A surprising portrait
emerges; although there were early signs of renunciation, there were moments when his behavior could
almost be described as gregarious. The trail Hamilton follows is fascinating, and the story almost has the
lineaments of a detective mystery with the denouement suitably being played out in Court. 'As highly
readable and as literate an account of Salinger's work from a biographical perspective as we are likely to
receive' - "The Listener". 'A sophisticated exploration of Salinger's life and writing and a sustained debate
about the nature of literary biography, its ethical legitimacy, its aesthetic relevance to a serious reading of a
writer's books' - Jonathan Raban, "Observer". 'Hamilton's book is as devious, as compelling, and in a covert
way, as violent, as a story by Chandler' - Victoria Glendinning, "The Times".
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From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

The book In Search of J. D. Salinger, A Biography can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book In Search of J. D. Salinger, A
Biography? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book In Search of J. D. Salinger, A
Biography has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look
the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Asher:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific In Search of J. D.
Salinger, A Biography book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Robert Hatch:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually In Search of J. D. Salinger, A Biography.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

This In Search of J. D. Salinger, A Biography is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having In Search of J. D. Salinger, A
Biography in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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