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Thompson, a prolific author of church leadership resources, believes the continuing decline in membership
of mainline denominations and the increasing number of multicultural and multiracial churches call for a
new way of thinking: ministers must begin to see their ministry differently in order to do their ministry
differently. Treasures in Clay Jars is designed to provide persons in training for ministry with a paradigm-
shifting framework to interpret and work effectively with the complex dynamics of local faith communities.
Thompson takes an innovative approach by utilizing explicit and relevant conceptual and theoretical tools
from the social sciences-sociology, economics, and cultural anthropology-to engage future pastors to
minister effectively to twenty-first-century congregations. The book discusses congregations in five different
ways: as social group, as bearer of meaning, as locus of exchange, as collective capacity, and as complex
organization. A study guide is included for church leaders who would like to engage their congregations in
this new paradigm of ministry.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Garrett:

This Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to Understand Your Church book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to Understand Your Church without we understand teach
the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to Understand Your Church can bring any time you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to Understand Your Church having great arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Alexander Taylor:

The feeling that you get from Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to Understand Your Church could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to
Understand Your Church giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to Understand Your Church instantly.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to Understand Your
Church why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mathew Casillas:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Treasures in Clay Jars: New Ways to
Understand Your Church is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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